









wes 


2 





asset td ccsaliciltaa ices at 











it ful sis tka 


slu s iW 


THE BALANCE, 


Aad 


jo BSsibiLly ‘ i 












+ Se ee eee 


anor 
BY TARRY "“CROSWELL. 





Volume LeyNew Scrigsags, +o, LBANY, 





LURSD A Bs DECEMBER: 5, 1811. 


No. 49, 





SL LS TCAD A - — —— 
1 rears Sa prs én _— ihe 





e's es a 


7 © 


ra ps 





“—r 7 


| *elitician. 


ao 


DOCUMENTS. - 
Accompanying the President’s Messar ee. 
[Continited. ] 

ii OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 
. A, Joster to Mr. AJoypoe, 
Wasurncton, Jaly 2d, 1811. 


‘ 


i 


SIR, 

The attention of his Majesty’s government 
has of Iste been called to the measures pursued 
hy the U. 
West Florida. The lenguave held by the Presi- 
dentat the opening of the late sestion of congress, 
the hostile der! ronsttations made by the American 
forces under Capt. Gaines, the actual summoning 
of the fort of Mobile, and the bil! submitted to the 
approbation ofthe American Legislature for the 
interior vdministration of the province, are ‘so ma- 
ny direct and positive proofs that the government 
of Amcrica is prepared to subject the province of 
West Florida to the authority ‘of the Uutlced 
Ntathne 

The Spanish minister m London addressed a 
note in te month of March ‘last to his inajesty’s 
Secretary of State for foreign aff irs expressing 

iY suffic seit detail the feelii ngs of the government 
of Spain respecting this unprevoked aggression 
on the hn Newrit y of that moaarchy. 

Mr. Morier in his note to Mr. Smith of Decem- 
her 15, 1810, has already reminded the America in 
government of f the intimat re alitance subsisting b e- 

ween bis majesty and Spain, and he has desiret 
such explanations onthe subjectas might cons ee 
his ‘majesty of the pacific disposition of the Unit- 
ed States towards Spain. Mr. Smith tn his re- 
ply has’ stated that it was evident that no hostile or 
unfriendly purpose was entertaine od by America 
towards Sp in : and that the American minister 
at his majesty’s court had been enabled to make 

whatever explanations might c omport with the 
frank and concilistory spirit which hed been tnya- 
iiably manifested on the part of the U. Srates. 

Gince the diate of this cofres vee nce Mr. Pink- 
rev has offered no explanation whatever of the 
motives which have actuated the conduct of the 
U. States in this transaction 5 a bill 


ernment and prote ction of the territ ory of Mobile. 
nd the fortress of that name has been sunimon- 
ed without effect: 


His royal highness the Prin ce Ré gent in the 


name and on the behalf ef his majesty, is still wil- 

line to hope that the American coverhime “nt has 

sot becn urged to this step by ambitious mioifves 
~ 


States for the military, occupation of 


has been in- | 
troduced into congress for the establishment, gov- {} 


’ eon 


ov by a de: site of foreign conquest, and territorial 
agerandisement. It would be satisfactory however 
to be enabled to ascertein that, no consideration 


duced America to despoil that monarchy of a val- 
|; uable foreign colony. 

The government of the United States contends 
that the right to the possession of a certain part 
of W. Florids will not be less open to discussion 
in the occupation of America than under the gov- 
ernment of Spain. 

Gut the government of the United Stat: *s un- 
der this pretext, cannot expect to avoid the re- 
proach, which must attend the angenerous and un- 
provoked seizure.ofa foreign colony while the pa- 
rent state is engaged in a noble contest for inde- 





invasion of the rights both of the monarch and peo- 
ple of Spain. 

While I wait, therefore, for an explanation fron) 
you, si, as to the motives which led to this un- 
just aggression by the United States on the terri- 
tories of his majesty’s ally, J must consider it as 
my duty to lose no time in fulfilling the orders of 
his royal highness the Prince Regent by which I 
am commanded i in the event of its appearing on 
my arrival in this city that the United Statec stil! 
persevere by menaces and active demonstration to 
claim the military, occupation of West Florida, 
notwithstanding the remonsirances of his majes- 
ty’s charge d’affaires and the manifest injustice of 
the act, to present to youthe solemn protest of 
his royal highness in the name and on behalf of 
his majesty against an attempt so ove to eve- 
ry principle of amit y, and good faith, and national 

onour, and so injurious.te the alliance subsisting 
be tween his maje sty y and the Spanish nation. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest con- 
sideration, sir, your most obedient, humble ser- 
vant, 
AUG. J. FOSTER. 
To the Ilonourable 
James Monroe, Se. Se. 


Mr. Monroe io Mr. Foster 


Department of State, 
July Sth, 1811. 


SiR, 

I have had the honor to receive the note which 
you have presented, by the order of his royal high- 
uess the prince regent, to protest, in behalf of the 
if reyency © if Spain, against the possession lately ta- 
‘Iken by the United States of certain parts of West 





Florida. 

| Although the President cannot admit the right 
‘Hof Great Britain to interfere in any question rela- 
i ‘ng to that province, he is willing to explain, in 
I fricndly menner, the considerations which indu- 





connected with the present state of Spsin has in-| 


pendence, against a most unjusufiubie and violent 


‘States in 1803, that in accepting 
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ced the U. States to take the step against which 
you have been ordered to protest. 

It is to be inferred from your view of the subjec 
hat the British government has been eight to 
velieve that the United States seized a moment 
of national embarrassment to wrest from Spain é 
province to which they had no right, and th 
hey were prompted to it by their interest alone, 
und a knowledge that Spain could not defend it. 
Nothing, however, is more remote from the fact, 
than the presumption on which your government 
appears to have acted. Examplesof so unworthy 
a conduct are unfortunately too frequent in the 
history of nations, but the United States have nek 
‘ollowed them. The President had persuade 
himself that the uncquivecal proofs which the U, 
States have given in all their transactions with 
foreign powers, and particularly with Spain, ofan 
upright and liberal policy, would have shielded 
them from such unmerited suspicion, He is 
satisfied that nothing is wanting but a correct 
knowledge of facts completely to dissipate it, 

I might bring to your view along catalogue of 
injuries which the United States have received 
from Spain since the conclusion of their revolu- 
tionary war, any one Of whi¢h would most proba- 
bly haye bec cuusidered eatse of war, and resent- 
ed as such, by other powers. I will mention two 
of these only ; the spoliations that were commit- 
ted on their commerce to a great amount in the 
last war, and the suppression of their deposit at 
New-Orleins just before the commencement of 
the present war, in violation of a solemn treaty. 5 ; 
for neither of which injuries has any reparation 
or atonement been made. For injuries like those, 
of the first class, it is known to you that G. Brit- 
ain and France made indemnity. The United 
States, however, do not rely on these injuries for 
u justification of,their condugt in this transaction, 
although their claims to reparation for them are 
by no means reiinguished, and, it is to be presum- 
ed,, will not always be neglected. 


When I inform you that the province of West 
Florida to the Perdido was a part of Louisiana, 
while the whole province formerly belonged to 
France, that although it was alierwards separated 
from the other part, yet that both parts were a- 
gain reanited in the hands of Spain, and by her 
reconveyed fo France, tn which state the entire 
province of Louisiana was ceded to the Unitéd® 
x the cession and 
paying for the territory ceded, the United States 
understood and believ ed that they paid for the 
country as far as the Perdido, as part of Lowisia- 
na; end that ona conviction of their right, they 
incloded in their laws provisions adspted to the 
cession in that extent—it cannot fail tobe a cause 
of surprise to the Prince Régont, thet’ they did 
not proceed to take possession of the territory in 
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question as soon as the treaty wasratified. There 
was nothing in the circumstances of Spain at 
that time, that could have forbidden the measure. 
In denying the right of the United States to this 
territory, her government, invited negociation on 
that and every other point in contestation bet ween 
the parties. The United States accepted the in- 
vitation, in the hope that it would secure an ad- 
justment and reparation for every injury which 
had been received, and lead to the restoration of 
perfect harmony between the two countries, but 
in that hope they were disappointed. 

Since the year !805, the period of the last ne- 
gociation with Spain, the province of West Flor- 
ida has remained in a situation altogether incom- 
patible with the welfare of these states. ‘The 
government of Spain has scarcely been felt there ; 
in consequence of which the affairs of that prov- 
ince had fallen into disorder. Of that circum- 
stance, however, the U. States took no advantage. 
It was not un‘il the last year, when the inhabitants, 

erceiving that aj] authority over them hed ceas- 
ed, ros¢ in a body with intention to take the coun- 
try into their own hands thatthe American govern- 
ment interposed. It was not possible for the U. S. 
to behold with indifference a movement in which 
they were so deep'y interested. ‘he President 
would have incurred the censure of the nation, if 
he bid suffered that province to be wrested from 
the U. States, under a pretext of wresting it from 
Spain. In taking possession of it, in their name, 
and under their authority, except in the part which 
was occupied by the Spanish troops, who have 
not been disturbed, he defended the rights and se- 
cured thd peace of the nation, and even consulted 
the honor of Spain herself. By this event, the U. 
S. have acquired no new title to West Florida.— 
They wanted none. In ad usting hereafter all 
the other points which remain to be adjusted with 

Spain, and which it is proposed to make the sub- 
ject of amicable negociation.as soonas the govern- 
ment of Spain shall be settled, her claim to this 
territory may also be brought into view, and re- 
ceive all the attention which is due to it. 

Aware that this transaction might be miscon- 
ceived and misrepresented, the President deem- 
ed it a proper subject of instruction to the minis- 
ters of the U. States at foreign courts to place it 
in a true light before them. Such an instruetion 
wes forwarded to Mr. Pinkney, their late minis- 
ter plenipotentiary at London, who would have ex- 
ecuted it, had not the termination of his mission 
prevented it. ‘he President cannot doubt that 
the frank and candid explanation which I have 
now given, by his order, of the considerations 
which induced the United States to take posses- 
sion of this country, will be perfectly satisfactory 
to his royal highness the prince regent. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 

Augustus J. Faster, Esq. Sc. &e. Se. 

Mr. Foster to 3ir. Monroe, 
Philadelphia, Sept. 5, 1811. 

Siar, , 

The Chevalier d’Onis, who has been appoint- 
ed minister from his Cathalic majesty to the U. 
States, bas written to inform me that he under- 
stands by letters from the Governor of East Flovi- 
da, under date of the 1ith ult. thatGov. Matthews, 
of the state of Georgia, was at that time at New- 
ton St. Mary’s on the frontiers of FJoricda, for the 
purpose of treating with the inhabitants of that 
province for its being delivered up tothe U. States’ 
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government, that he was with this view using ev- / 


ery method of sedaction to effect his purpose, of- 
fering to each white iniabitant who would side 

with him 50 acresof knd and the. guarantee. of 
his religion and propety ; stipulating also that 

the American governm:nt would pay the debts of 
the Spanish governmen, whether due in pensions 

or otherwise, and that le would cause the officers 

and soldiers of the garriions to be conveyed to such 

place as should be indtated, provided they did’ 
not rather choose to enter into the service of the 

U. States. 

M. d’Onis has done ne the honour to commu- 
nicate to me a note,which he purposes transmit- 
ting to you, sir, in consequence of this detached 
and most extraordinary intelligence, and consid- 
ering the intimate alliance subsisting between 
Spain and Great Britain, as well as the circum- 
stances under which he is placed in this country, 
he has urgently ‘requested that | would accompa- 
ny his representation with a letter on my part in 
support of it. 

After the solemn asseverations which you gave | 
me inthe month of July, that no intentions hostile 
to the Spanish interests in Florida existed on the 
part of your government, I am wholly unable to 
suppose that Governor Matthews can haye had 
orders from the President tor the conduct which 
he is stated to be pursuing ; but the measures he 
is stated to be tuking in corresponding with trai- 
tors, and in endeavoring by bribery and every art 
of seductien to infuse a spirit of rebellion into the 
subjects of the king of Spain in those quarters, are 
such as to create the liveliest inquietude, and to 
call for the most early interference on the part of 
the government of the U. States. 

The government of the U. States are well a- 
ware of the deep interest which his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent takesin the security ol 
Florida, for any attempt to occupy the Eastern 
pare of which by the U. States not even the slight- 
est pi etext could be alleged, such ae were brought 
forward in the endeayor to justify the aggression 
on West Florida. 

I conceive it therefore to be my duty, sir, in 
consideration of the alliance subsisting between 
Spain and Great Britan, and the interests of his 
majesty’s subjects in the West India Islands, so 
deep!y involved in the security of East Florida, 
as weil as in pursuance of the orders of my gov- 
ernment in case of any attempt against that coun- 
try, to lose no time in calling upon you for an ex- 
planation of the alarming steps which governor 





Matthews is stated to be taking for subverting the 

Spanish authority in that country, requesting to 

be informed by you upon what authority he can 

be acting and what measures have been taken to 

put a stop to his proceedings, 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
AUG, J. FOSTER. 


' 


(Signed) 
The honorable 
James Monroe, &c. Se. 


Mr, Monroe to Mr. Foster. 


November 2, 1811. 
BIR, 

I have had_ the honor to receive your letter 
of September 5th, and to submif it to the view of 
the President. 

The principles which have governed the Uni- 
ted States in their measures relative to West 
Florida, have already been explained to you. 


a 








With equal frankness I shall now communicate 


ITT Swen ‘ 


aoe 


He part they have acted with respect to East Flore 
ida. 

In the letter which I had the honor to address 
to you on the. 8th of July, I stated the injuries 
which the United States had received from Spain 
since their reyolutionary war, and particularly by 
spoliations on their commerce in the last war, to 
a great amount, and of the suppression of their 
right of deposit at New-Orleans, just before the 
commencement of the present war, for neither 
of which had reparation been made. A claim 
to indemnity for these injuries, is altogether un- 
connected with the question relating to West 
Florida, which was acquiied by cession from 
France in 1803, | 

The government of Spain has never dented the 
right of the United States to a just indemnity 
for spoliations on their commerce. In 1802 it 


explicitly admitted this right by entering intoa 
,convention, the object of which was to adjust 


the amount of the claim, with a view to indem- 
nity. The subsequent injury by the suppression 
ofthe deposit at New-Orleans produced an im- 
portant change in the relations between the par- 
ties, which has never been accommodated. ‘The 
United States saw in that measure eminent cause 
of war, and that war did not immediately follow 
cannot be considered in any other light than as 
a proof of their moderation and pacific pelicy. 
The Executive could not believe that the govern- 
ment of Spain would refuse to the United States 
the justice due to these accumulated injuries, 
when the, subject should be brought solemnly be- 
fore it, by aspecial mission. It is known that an 
Envoy Extraordinary was sent to Madrid in 1805 
on this subject, and that the mission did not ac- 
complish the object intended by it. 

It is proper to observe, that in the negocia- 
tion with Spain in 1805, the injuries complained 
of by the United States of the first class were 
again substantially admitted to a certain extent, 
as was that also occasioned by the suppression of 
the deposit at New-Orleans, although the Span- 
ish government, by disctaiming the act, and im- 
puting it to the Intendant, sought to avoid the re- 
sponsibility due from it; that to make indemni- 
ty to the United States for injuries of every kind, 
a cession of the whole Terrttory claimed by Spain 
Eastward of the Mississippi was made the sub- 
ject of negociation, and that the amount of the 
sum demanded for it was the sole cause that a 
treaty was not then formed, and the Territory ad-« 
ded. 

The United States have considered the goy- 
ernment of Spain indebted to them a greater 
sum for the injuries above stated, than the Prov- 
ince of East Florida can by any fair stondard be- 
tween the parties be estimated at. They have 
looked to this province for their indemnity, and 
with the greater reason, because the government 
of Spain itself has countenanced it. That they 
have suffered their just claims so long unsatisfied, 
is anew and strong proof of the moderation, as 
it is of their respect for the disordered condition 
of thatpower. There is, however, a period he- 
yond which those claims ought not to be neglect- 
ed. It would be highly improper for the United 
States, in their respect for Spain, to forget what 
they owe to their own character, and to the rights 
of their injured citizens. 

Under these circumstances it would be equally 
unjust and dishonorable in the United States to 
suffer East Florida to pass into the possession of 
any other power. Unjust, because they would 
thereby lose the only indemnity within their 
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reach, for injuries which ought long since-to have 
been redressed. Dishonorable, because! in per- 
mitting another power to wrest from them that 
indemnity, their inactivity and acquiescence could 
only be imputed to unworthy motives. Situated 
as Last Florida is, cut off from the other posses- 
sions-of Spain, end surrounded ina great meas- 
ure by the Territory of the United States ; and 
having also an important bearing on their com- 
merce, no other power could think of taking pos- 
session of it, with other than hostile views to 
them. Nor could any other power take possess- 
ion of it without endangering theif prosperiy 
anc best interests. 

The United States have not been ignorant or 
inattentive to what has been agitated in Europe, 
at different periods, since the commencement of 
the present war, in regard to the Spanish prov- 
inces in this hemisphere ; nor have they been 
womindtul of the consequences into which the 
disorder of Spain might lead in regard to the 
Province in question, without due care to prevent 
it. ‘They have been persuaded that remissness 
on their part might invite the danger, if it had 
not already done it, which it is so much their in- 
terest and desire to prevent. Deeply impressed 
with these considerations, and anxious, while 
they acquitted themselves to the just claims of 
their constituents, to preserve friendship with o- 
ther powers, the subject was brought before the 
Congress at its last session, whew an act was pas- 
sed authorising the Executive to accept posses- 
sion of East Florida from the local authorities, or 
to take tt against the attempt of a foreign power 
to occupy it, holding it in either case subject to 
future and friendly negociation. This act there- 
fore evinces the just and ainicable views by which 
the United States have been governed, towards 
Spain, in the measure authorised by it. Our 
ministers at London and Paris weve immediately 
apprised of the act and instructed to communi- 
cate the purport of it, to both governments, and 
to explain at the same time, in the most friendly 
manver, the motives which led toit. | The Pre- 
sident could wut doubt that sech an explanation 
would give all the satisfaction that was intended 
by it. By a late letter from the American charge 
d’affairs at Lendon, I observe, that this explana- 
jon was made to your government in the month 
of lust. ' hat it was not sooner mide 
was owing to the departure of the minister pleni- 
potcntiary of the United States before the in- 
struction was received. 

iam persuaded, sir, that you will see, in this 
view of the subject, very strong proof of the just 
and amicable disposition of the United States to- 
wards Spain, of which I treated, in the confer- 
ence, to which you have alluded. The same cis- 
position still exists; buat it must be understood 
thatitcannot be indulged longer than may com- 
port with the safety, as well as with the rights 
aud honor of the nauon. 

l have honor to be, &c. &c, 
JAMES MONROE. 





[Lhe above concludes the correspondence between Mr, 
Monroe and Mr. Foster, and embraces the whole of it, 
with the exception of the three following notes, which ap- 
pear to have been introductory to the opening of the writ- 
ten intercourse between the Secretary of State and the 
British minister. 

———— 
Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 
WasuinecTon, July 2d, 1811, 
I have the honor to inform you that I have re- 


ceived the special commands of lis royal highness 


SIR, 





























- 


887 





the prince regent, actingin the name and on the 
behalf of his majesty, to nake an early communi- 
cation to you of the senimenis which his royal 


highness was pleased, onthe part of his majesty, 


to expressto Mr. Pinkney, upon the occasion of 
bis audience of leave, 

His royal highness ‘signified to Mr. Pinkney 
the deep regret with wiich he learnt that Mr. 
Pinkney conceived himsef to be bound by the in- 
structions of his government te take his departure 
from England. 

His royal highness infommed Mr. Pinkney, that 
one of the earliest acts ofhis government, in the 
name and on the behalf ofhis majesty, was to ap- 
point an envoy extraordimry and minister pleni- 
potentiary to the government of the U. States; and 
added that this appointmént had been made i the 
spirit of amity, and with a view of maintaining the 
subsisting relations of friendship between the two 
countries. . 

His royal highness further declaredto Mr. Pink- 
ney that he was most sincerely and anxiously de- 
sirous on the part of his majesty, to cultivate 2 
good understanding with che United States by ev- 
cry means consistent with the preservation of the 
maritime rights and interests of the British Em- 
pire. 

His royal highness particularly desired that Mr. 
Pinkney would communicate these declarations to 
the U. States in the manner which might appear 
best calculated to satisfy the President of his roy- 
al highness’ solicitude to facilitate an amicable dis- 
cussion with the government of the U. States up- 
on every point of difference which had arisen be- 
tween the two governments. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
AUG, J. FOSTER. 
To the hon, James Monroe, &c. 


—_— - 


Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 


Defiariment of. State, July 6, 1811. 
Sir, 

I have had the honor to receive your letter of 
the 2d inst. in which you express the regret of 
his royal highness the prince regent, at the depar- 
ture of the American minister from Great Brit- 
vin, and state that it was one of the first acts of 
his government to appoint an envoy extraordina- 
ry and minister plenipotentiary to the government 
of the United States, with a view of maintzining 
the subsisting relations of friendship between the 
two countries, and tha the was solicitous to facili- 
\ate an amicable discussion with the government 
of the United States, upon every point of differ- 
ence which had arisen between the two govern- 
ments. 

I am instructed by the President to acknowledge 
to you the great satisfaction, which he has deriv- 
ed from the communication which you have made 
of the disposition of his royal highness, the prince 
regent, to cultivate friendship with the U. States, 
and to assure you that the prompt and friendly 


measure, which he adopted, by the appointment | 


of an envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten- 
liary to this country, to maintain the relations of 
friendship and facilitate an amicable discussion on 
every point of difference that had arisen between 
the two governments is considered as a favorable 
and interesting proof of that disposition. 

I am also instructed by the president to state his 
ready disposition to meet in a similar spirit these 


frank and friendly assurances of the Prince Re-_ 


gent, and that nothing will be wanting on his 
part, consistent with the rights of the United 














States, that may be necessary to promote the re- 
establishment, in all respects, of that good un- 
derstanding between the two countries, which he 
considers to be highly important to the interests 
of both. , 

Permit me to add, sir, that if, as the organ of 
my government, I can ‘be in any degree instru- 
mental, in concert with you, in promoting such a 
result, I shell derive from ita very great and sin- 
cere satisfaction. 

I have the honor to be, &e. 
(Signed) JAS. MONROE, 
Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 
Wasninorton, July 7, 1611. 
T beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of 
your fetter dated yesterday in answer to mine. of 
the 2d inst. and to assure you that it gives me ve- 
ry sincere pleasure to have to transmit for the pur- 
pose of being laid before his royal highness the 
prince regent, acting in the name and on the-be- 
half of his majesty, so satisfactory a testimony of 
the amicable manner in which the President of the 
United States has received the instances and assu- 
rances of a friendly disposition on the part of his 
royal highness towards the United States, which 
by command of his royal highness I had the hon- 
ourto communicate to the President through you. 

The assurances which you have added, sir, of 
the gratification that you would yourself derive if, 
as the organ of your government, you could be 
instrumental towards re-establishing a good un- 
derstanding between both of our countries, are 
too congenial with my own feelings on the sub- 
ject not to be received with very high satisfaction. 

I have the honor to be, with the highest consid- 
eration and respect, sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant, AUG. J. FOSTER. 


Epitor’s Closet. 


Census--and vatio of Representation. 

Ihave copied from the National Inteiligencer,.a very 
important table, shewing the aggregate amount of the 
pepulation of the United States, and ‘Territories. This, 
together with the annexed statement, must prove highly 
gratifying to the people of New-York. This state now 
takes the proud stand of rirst iN THE UNION, in pope 
ulation and representation—and that she is first in situa- 
tion, commerce, resources, and wealtl, cannot for a mo- 
ment be doubted. Quere, Is it not high time that she 
enjoyed a due participation in the administration of the 
government? 

Statement of the Representatives in the present Conerres, 
with the number to which each state will be entitled by the 
new upportionment—according to the census of 1810-— 
ratio, one representative wo $7,000 inhabitante. 

NEXT CONGRESS. 


Six, 








— 





PRESENT CONGRESS. 


New-Hampshire 5 { 

Massachusetts 17 18 
Rhode-Island 2 2 
Connecticut 7 7 
Vermont 4 5 
New-York 17 25 
New-Jersey 6 6 
Pennsylvania 18 21 
Delaware 1 1 
Maryland 9 9 
Virginia 22 22 
Kentucky 6 10 
North-Carg]ina 12 13 
‘Tennessee 3 6 
South-Carolina 8 9 
Georgia 4 5 
Ohio 1 6 

Total 142 170 
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Accompanying the President’s Message. 
[Continued.] 


neem 
AFFAIR OF THE LITTLE BELT. 
Baltimore, June 26, 1811. 
Sik, 

[ have the honour to enclose the copy of an 
official letter addressed to Rear Admiral Sawyer 
by Capt. Bingham, commanding his majesty’s 
sloop the Liutle Belt, which contains an account 
of the late engagement between that ship and the 
American frigate the President. 

In thus communicating to you without orders 
from his majesty’s government this document, 
which in the most essential fact differs so materi- 
ally from that of Commodore Rogers, I trust that 
this government will receive it as a proof of the 
sincere desire which exists with me, to open the 
way to an amicable arrangement of the question 
which may arise out of this unfortunate affair, 
when it shal] be known to his majesty’s govern- 
ment. 

I have the honor to be with the highest respect, 
sir, your most obedient humble servant, 


J. P. MORTER. 
To the Hon, James Monrce, Sc. 


Ilig Majesty's sloop Little Beit, May 2\st, 1811, 
Latitude 56,53, North, Longitude, 71, 49, i’. 

 Capie Charles, bearing west, 48 miles. 

SiR; 

I beg leave to acquaint you, that in pursuance 
of your orders to join his majesty’s ship Guerriere, 
and being en my return from the nerthward, not 
having fallen in with her; that at about 11 A. Mi. 
May 16th, saw a strange sail, to which Limmedi- 
ately gave chase. At 1 P. M. discovered her to 


be a man of war, apparently a frigate standing to | 
the eastward, who, when he made us out, edged 


away for us and set his royals—made the signal, 
and finding it not answered, concluded she was an 
American frigate, as she had a Commodore’s blue 
pendant flying at the main—hoisted the colours 
wnd made all sail south, the course I intended 
steering round Cape Hatteras—the stranger edg- 
ing away, but not making any more sail. At 3-30, 
he made sail in chase, when I made the private 
signal, which was not answered. At 6-30, find- 
ing he gained so considerably on us, as not to be 
able to clude him curing the night, being within 
gun shot, and clearly discerning the stars in his 
broad pendant, I imagined the most prudent meti- 
cl was to bring too and hoist the colours, that no 
mistake might arise, and that he might see what 
we were; the ship was therefore brought too, 
colours hoisted, guns double shotted, and every 
preparaiion made in case of asurprize. By his 
menner of stecring down, he evidently wished to 
lay his ship ina position for rekins, which I frus- 
trated by wearine three times. About 8-15 he 
ceme within hail—T hailed and asked what ship 
it was-—-le repeated my question. IT again hailed 
and asked what ship it was-—he again repeated 
my words, and fired a broadside, which [ instant- 
ly ccturned, The action then became general, 
ind continued so for three quarters of an hour, 
when he ceased firing, and appeared to be on fire 
about the main haichwey—he then filledI was 


off, no gun woulcl. bear,and had no after sail, to: 
keep her too, all the rigging and sails cut toypie, 
ces, nota brace or bowine. lefi—he,haiied an: | 
asked what ship this wa—I told him—he the 5, 
asked me if I had struck my colours—my answen 
was, no, nd asked what ship it, was, 
as I could understand, (ie having shot some,dists, 


frigate—he fired no mor guns, but stood-fvom us, 
giving no reason for hisextraordinary conduct. 
At day light in the moming, saw a ship to wind- 
ward, when having mace out well what we were, 
bore up and passed within hail, fully prepared for 
action about 8 o’clock—he hailed and said if I 
pleased, he would sénd a boat on board, I replied 
inthe affirmative, anda boat accordingly came 
with 24 officer and a message from Com. Rodgers 
_ ot the President, U. S. frigate,tosay that he lamen- 
ied much the unfortunate affair (as he termed it) 
that had happened, and that bad he known our force 
was so inferior he should not have fired at me.— 
I asked his motive for having fired at-ail—his re- 
ply was, that we fired the first gun at him, which 
Was positively not the case. I cautioned both the 
officers and the men to be particularly careful and 
not suffer any more than one man to be at the gun, 
nor is it probable that-a sloop of war within pistol 
shot of a large 44 gun frigate should commence 
hostilities-he offered me every assistance | 
stood in need of, and submitted to me that | had 
better put into one of the ports of the United 
States, which I immediately declined. By the | 
manner in which he apologized, it appeared to me | 
evident, that had he fallen in with a British trig- 
fate, he would certainly have brought her to ac- 

















obliged, to desist from firing, as the ship fal ing 


W Bo essere Sawyer, 


Vol. >}. 





» A havyethe honour to be, sir, with much res- 
RESt, yONL most obedient humble servant, 
A. B. BINGHAM, Cepz. 


Esq. Rear Admiral 
of the Red, Commander in Chief, &e, 


qi 





As plain!y , 
P : Mr, Monroe Sécretary of State to Mr. Morier 
ance at this time) he amwered the United States?| 


Charge des Affaires to his Britannic majesty. 
Department of State, 
June 28, 18t1. 


— 2 


Sir, 


your letter of the 26th instant, communicating 4 
statement from Capt. Bingham to Adroiral Saw- 
yer of the circumstances attending the late unfor- 
tunate encounter between the United States’ frie- 
ate the President, and his Britannic mujesty’s sloop 
the Litule Belt. 

It is to be regretted that the statement made 
by Capt. Bingham should have varied in any cir- 


the American frigate. I flatter myself, with the 
disposition of the president, which I am authoris- 
ed to express, to’ make it the subject of mutual 
and friendly explanations, its disagreeable tenden- 
cy will be obviated. I am induced to express 
this expectation, with the’ more confidence, from 
the conciliatory manner in which you have made 
this communication. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) JAMES MONROE 
Mr. Morier Charge d’Afiiires 
of his Britannic majesty. 


—_—_-— 





| tion. What furrher confirms me in this opinion | 
is, that his guns were not only loaded with réund 
and grape shot, but with every scrap of iron that | 
could possibly be collected. Ihave tolament the | 
loss of 32.men killed and wounded, among whom | 
isthe master. His majésty’s ship ‘is much dam- | 
aged in her masts, sails, rigging and hull, and as | 
there are many shot through between wind and | 
water, and many shots still remaining in her side, ! 
and upper works all shot away; starboard pumps | 
also, | have judged it proper to proceed to Haili-} 
fax, which will 1 hope meet with your approba- | 
tion. 
I cannot speak in too high terms of the officers | 
and men I have the honour to commiand, for 
| their steady and active conduct throughout the 
whole. of this business, who had much todo, as a) 
gale of wind came on the second night after the | 
uction. I have to request, sir, you will be pleas- | 
ed to recommend to the notice of the Lords Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, my first I ieutenant. 


-~* 


Mr. John Moberly, who is in every respect a mos: | 
excellent officer and afforded me very great as- i 
sistance in stopping the leaks himselfin the vale. 
securing the masts and doing every thing in hi 
power. 
not also to speak most highly of lent. Lovell, sec- 
ond lieutenant, of Mr. M'Queen master, who, a 
I have before stated, was wounded ) 


' 
, 








‘ble for me to discriminate 


ithem mortally, I tear. 
‘I shall appear to have done my duty, and conduct- 
‘ed myself as I ought to have done, against so su.) 
|perior a force, and that the honour of the British | 


t 

! 

every officer and man was so good, It Is inrpossi- } 
ate. I beg’teave to inciose | 

a list of the 32 men killed “@nd*Wourcdcd, most of 


E hope, sir, in this affair, 








colours was well supported. | 


| limited to the act itself. 
in the risht |} 
‘arm, in nearly the middie of the action, and Mr.|, 


| Wilson, master’s mate; Indeed the conduct of 


{| the 
} actio 
| L 


Mr, Foster to Afr. Monroe. 


Wasuinctron, July 3, i181}. 

SIRy 

The assurances which you did me the honor 
to give me yesterday verbally, that no instructions 
whatever had been given to Commodore Rodgers 
which could under any construction be meant to 
authorize his attempting to recover by force any 
person claimed a> en impressed American citizen 
trom on board any of his majesty’s ships of war, 
were amply sufficient to convey to my mind eve- 
ry satisfaction upon that subject: the reports, how- 
ever, current’ in the United States, and connected 
with Commodore Rodgers’ conduct and proceed- 
iris, as Well as the inferences which will be drawn 
irom the expressions which he used to the Cap- 
tain of his majesty’s sloop Little Belt, being of a 
tendency to create doubts in Great’ Britain as to 
che nature of the authority under’ which he acted, 
| L willingly accept your offer of making me the 
same statement in a more formal manner, In or- 
der that I May iwansmit it to my government to 
k dneeiit all possible mistake on so linportant a 
point. 





| "Phe question arising out of the rencounter be- 
s 
d be the greatest injtisiice was J }| 

It would be the greatest injtsil j 


tween the United Stuies’ frigate President and 
his majesty’s sioop Littic Belt, will then remain 
You are already, sir, in 
sossession of the Brittsh commander’s statement 
) fihe circumstances which attended tt; hisaeccount, 


bd ‘ . pe) ee ae ee 
band thatof the American Commedore’s, diifer ve- 


| 
| 


y materially with respect to some of the most 
important features of the transaction, but in this 

y uyree, that the chase wiich brought on the 
action commenced on the pari of Commodere 
Rodgers ; for it cannot be maintained that the ad- 
vance made by Captwin Bingham for the purpose 
of ascertaining if the sail descried by him i egee 
majesty’s ship Guertier, which it appears he had 


- 


I had the honour-to receive vesterdav: 


cumstance, from that made by the commander ef 





eigfieo s 


; 














; 
: 


se F Retin 





EEE etc Ie o 


6 ee 








No. 49. 








orders to join, was for the purpose of chasing, e- 
yen if that could be urged as a plea by ure Amer- 
ican commander. As soonas he found his sig- 
nals unanswered, he bore away, until to his infi- 
nite surprise he found himself the object of the. 
strange vessel’s eager pursuit and hostile at¢- 
tudes. What couid be Commodore Rodgers’ in- 
tention 1s not apparent. Vhat he could jot dis- 
cover at the distance of 70 or 100 yards that the 
ship before him was a flush deck sloop, though it 
was buta little after 8 ©’clock, on the 16th of 
May; that he could not make out her colours at 
half past 6 o’clock ; that his guns were double 


shotted ; and that with the security he possessed | 
from the great force and superior sailing of the | 
| Washington, July 24,1813. 
belonging toa neutral nation, he did not rather | 
hold off during the night if he wished to speak the || 


ship uncer his command, and the circumstance of 


sloop, than by running under her stern in a mena- 
cing altitude incur the risk of provoking a misun- 
derstanding, must appear unaccountable to the 
comprehension of every unprejudiced person, and 
will, I am sure, sir, seem to youa sufficient rea- 
son ,if there were no otherto warrant, my demand- 
ing that an examination be instituted into his con- 
duct with a view to suitable satisfaction being af- 
forded to his majesty for the loss of so many of 
his subjects so wantonly slaughtered, and for the 
insult offered to his flag. But should Captain 
Bingham’s charges be brought home to Commo- 
dore Rodgers, for his having refused to state the 
name of the nation he belonged to, though asked 


to do so on their nearing each other in the dark, | 
und of having fired a broadside into the sloop with- | 


cut provocation, which might at once have sunk 
so small a vessel, 1 am convinced I need only ap- 


peal to the justice of the American government, | 
jor that government to see in its proper light the} 
magnitude of the outrage, and offer to his majes- | 


ty every reparation that can appear due. 

It is with gieat pleasure, sir, that I avail my- 
selfof thisopportunity toacknowledge the prompt- 
ness With which you came forward with the assu- 
rances alluded to in the first part of this letter, and 
the readiness whieh you shewed to receive any 
communications from me in regard to the unhap- 
py occurrence which forms the subject of the re- 
mainder. 

I have the honour tobe, with the highest con- 
sideration sir, your most obedient, humble 

AUG. J. FOSTER. 


Fo the Ifenorable Jamea Monroe, is’c, &'c. 





Mr. Monroe to Mr. Foster. 
Department of State, July 16, 1811, 


SIR, 


I have had the honor to receive your note re- 


specting the late rencovnter between the Ameti- |! 


can fhigate the President, and his Britannie ma- 
jesty’s sloop of wart, the Little Belt. 

It is ‘very satisfactery to find that you received 
the communication whichI had the honour to 
make to you, in our firstinterview, on the subject 
or your cag iry relative to 
rence, in the amicable spirit in which it was in- 
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unfortunate occur- 
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sels of the United States were for the protection 
of their coast, and of their commerce within the 
legitimate limits. ; 

I need not repeat to you, sir, the sincere regret 
of this government, that such in encounter took 
place, and more especially that it should have pro- 
duced the unfortunate consequences which atten- 
ded it. 
| I have the honor to be, &c. 


(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 








Augustus J. Foster, Esq. &c. We. Se, 





Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 


Sir, 

I have had the honor to receive your letter 
|| dated on the 16th instant, in answer to mine of 
the 3d, in which I expressed a desire to have sta- 
ted in a more formal manner your denial to me of 
orders being given to Commedore Rodgers which 


mander to attack anyof his majesty’s ships of 
war in search of any person claimed as an Amer- 
‘}ican seaman, and in which I also demanded that 
{ an examination should be instituted into that offi- 
'| cer’s conduct, with a view to suitable reparation 
|| being afforded to his majesty for what appears a 
| wanton and unprovoked attack made by the frigate 
under his command, upon his majesty’s sloop of 
|| war, the Littie Belt. 
‘The denial I asked for, you have given me, and 
I beg toassure you, sir, that though I troubled 
| you with the demand because the extensiveness 
| of the rumor, which had attributed such orders to 
| the American government, had made it my duty 











| 
' 
| 





‘| moment that the government of the U. States 
|| could have issued such orders, because they must 
|| have been considered as manifestations of direct 
‘}intentions of hostility which would have been in- 
| compatible with the relations of amity subsisting 
\| between America and G. Britain. 

| On sucha point, sir, a simple denial was all i 
asked and what I expected to receive. It was 
therefore with pain that I found you had connect- 
ed it with allusions to other topics, calculated to 
produce irritationon which whatever complaints 
you may have to make to me, I shall be ever rea- 
dy to receive and forward them for redress tothe 
commander in chief of his majesty’s naval forces 
at Halifax, or to his majesty’s government, but the 
|} mentioning of which in your note in ansiver to 
|| mine on a distinct subject of the most serious im- 
|| portance, you will pardon me if I must consider 
as miattcr of regret, especially as you wished me 
|} to receive the communication you made me as 
'| given in an amicable spirit. 

Moreover from the tenor of that part of your 
letter in which you have connected the question 
of impressment with that ofan attack ona British 
|| ship of war, an inference is forced upon me, 
‘| which you surety never could have meant me to 
draw, but which, nev ertheless, the passage con- 
| veys, namely, that, although the government of 
‘the U. Stotes had not given orders for the recov- 


a a gn 


} 
| 
| 





‘commanders of the frigates and other armed ves- 


could under any construction authorise that com- | 





so to do, ret I never entertained an idea for one | 


guage of your letter, until itis explained, will cer- 
tainly authorise such doubts as faras relates to the 
American government. 

I have no answer at all from you, sir, to my de- 
mand for an enquiry being instituted into the con- 
duct of Commodore Rodgets. This omission has 
occasioned to me the more surprise, because in 
addition to there appearing to be no cvuse why 
the government of America should decline to lis- 
ten to so just a demand on my part, there seem- 
ed to be every reason wliy they should even for 
their own satisfaction have desired to clear np the 
circumstances of thismost extraordinary proceed- 
ing. I will indeed frankly own to you that. IT 
did think on reaching this city to have found 
that officer’s conduct already, by the spontancous 
act of the government of the U. States, undergo- 
ing an examination, instead of hearing that he had 
been sent immediately to sea again, which s¢em- 
ed to denote an approbation of his behavior; and 
I thought I could the more rely on this being the 
course thé Presidet would have putsuéd, from a 
consideration of that which his majesty’s govern- 
ment had taken in tle case of the Chesapeake, 
when every reparation practicable at the instant 
the intelligence reached London of that unfortu. 
nate event, was mace to you, sir, promptly and 
unasked for. 

I feel the more regret, sir, at the course taken 
by your government in this affair, because I have 
been necessarily obliged in consequence to sus- 
pend carrying into execution that part of my in- 
structions by which I was directed immediately 
on my atrival here to offer such further repara- 
tion for the attack on the Chesapeake frigate as 
would, I am convinced, have proved satislactory. 
I had the henour to state to you, in our first inter- 
view, that I had such instructions, although J o- 
mitted to mention it in my note because, as you 
may remember, I expressed to you at the time, 
it seemed to me the American government might 
fee! more free to act as the justice of the case iec- 
quired, if the two subjects were kept unconnect- 
ed; and in this opinion I thought you appeared 
to concur. 








been produced by previous and recent aggressions, |! from a British naval ship, they still maintain they 
particularly by the impressment of American cit- I might have been justified in so doing. The right 
izens from American vessels, even on the coast of || of searching a ship of war has been so positively 
the United States, was great, yet no order had || disavowed on the partof his majesty’s government, 
been given by the government, for the recovery || and so disclaimed by that of America that I could 
by force, of any citizen so impressed, from any || not have expected any doubts would ever again 


tended. Alihough the excitement which had, | ery by force of any American citizen claimed 
! 


I have the honor to be, with the greatest con- 
sideration, and respect, sir, your most obedient, 
humble servant, 

AUG. J. FOSTER. 
To the Honoral/e 

James Monrov, Sc. We. 

Mr. loster to Mr. Monroe, 
Philadeifiiia, Sefit. 4, 1811. 
Sir, 

I have now by an express. messenger from 
England received the comaiands of his royal high- 
ness the Prince Regent, acting in the name and 
on the behalf of his majesty, relative to the Jate 
violent aggression committed by the U. States’ 
frigate, the President, on his majesty’s ship Lit- 
tle Belt, and I have the honor of Communicating 
to you the inclosed Documents which have been 
transmitted to me by my government tu be laid 
before that of the United States, comprehending 
a copy of a letter from Lord James Townshend 
commanding officer at Halifax, , dated. May 30, 
1811, inclosing a statement of the action by the 
officers of the Little Belt—the report of the come 
missioner of his majesty’s navy bourd at Halifax, 
in respect to the damage done the Little Belt; a 
copy of Rear Admiral Sawyer’s letter inclosing 
his instructions to Captain Bingham, +s well us 4 
list of the killed and wounded of board the sloop 








Brhish ship of war. The orders given to the | have been thrown on the matter, and yet the lan- 
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of war--and finally a.copy of the correspondence 
on the subject which took place between the mar- 
quis Wellesley and Mr. Smith American charge 
d’afiaires in London ; of thatof Capt. Bingham’s 
official Ie\ter you already are in possession. 

In communicating to you, sir, these documents 
1 am particularly directed to call your attention 
to the instructions of Ad. Sawyer which furnish- 
ed the strongest evidence of the pacific and friend- 
ly intentions of his majesty’s government towards 
this coumry. The very pointed manner in which 


‘the commander in chief on the Malifax station had 


enjoined Cuptain Bingham to avoid giving offence 
to the government or subjects of the U. States is 
of itself presumptive evidence of the truth of that 
officers statement, even if there were not such 
strong evidence as appears from the deposition o! 
the differeat officers on board his majesty’s ship 
uso the-aciion having been commenced by Capt. 
Rodgers. 

His majesty’s government were entitled to ex- 
pect, as I have,had already the honour to observe 
10, Yous si’, in my former letter, that the Ameri- 
cah government. would have manifested a prompt 
disposition to obviate by an early disavowal and 
by just reparation, the necessary tendency of such 
an event to disturb the friendship subsisting be- 
tween the two states, and this expectation was 
the more natural from the example afforded by 
his'majesty’s government in the case of the Ches- 
uipeake. 

‘Such, however, not having been the case, Iam 
commanded Ly his royal highness to lose no time 
in communicating to you the papers inclosed, 
which explsin in the fullest manner the circam- 
stances of the transaction, and the very great ex- 
tent of the outrage committed, by which so many 
valuable lives were sacrificed, and demanding the 
immediate disavowal on the pert of the U. States 
of the act of aggression committed against his 
wajesty’s ship; #8 also in requiring a just repe- 
vation of the injury received. 

- J have the honor to be, with sentiments of the 
higliest consideration and respect, sir, your most 
obdédicnt humble servant, 

| AUG. J. FOSTER. 

So the Honourable 

James Monroe, Esq. Se. & ce. 

MH. MONROE TO MR. FOSTER. 
Department of Staie, Scat, 14, 1811. 
DIR, 

I have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 4th instant, respecting the encounter be- 
iween the United States’ frigave the President 
ant his Britannic Majesty’s ship Lite Beit. 
which I have laid before the President of the U. 
States. 

In the first interview which took place be- 
iween us, after your arrival at Washington, I sta- 
ved explicitly that no instructions had been given 
to take any seamen from on board a British ship 
of war, Nor any orders whatever of a hostile na- 
wre. I made the same declaration afterwards, 
at your request, in a more formal manner ; and 
it is with the same frankness that I now again re- 
peat ¢. 

Such a declaration was deemed proper, in order 
to obviate misapprehensions which might obstruct 
arly conciliatory and satisfactory propositions with 
which you might be charged. It wasin conform- 
ity also with the candour and friendly policy which 
have been shewn by this government in all its 
.Tansactions with G, Britain. 
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If the answer fo your former letter was limit- 
ed to this disavowal of hostile intentions on the 
part of this government, it need scaicely be re- 
marked, that no furthet view of the subject could 
then, nor as yet can, be entered into, on the de- 
mand of the British government, without forget- 
ting an essential preliminary to such a demand. 

It might be added that with the circumstances 
of the transaction, us officially before this govern- 
ment, the true ground on which it claimed atten- 
tion, was that of a violent aggression by a British 
on an American ship, in a situation and manner 
authorizing the strongestappeal to the British gov- 
ernment for redress. If an instant representation 
and demand to that effect were not made, it was 
a proof only that this government permuted the 
event of the encounter to temper the feelings and 
retard the.complaint, prompted by the origin and 
character of it. 

It is not seen without surprize that the case of 
the Chesapeake is cited as an example supporting 
a demand of reparation in the, present.case. No 
other remark will be made than that the 5th year 
is now elapsing without reparation in that case, 
although so palpably and even confessedly due to 
the rights of the U. States, and the honor of thei 
flag. : 

In the instruction to Captain Bingham thus 
frankly communicated, the President sees a token 
of amity and conciljation, which, if pursued in the 
extent corresponding with that in which these 
sentiments are entertained by the United States, 
must hasten a termination of every controversy 
which has so long subsisted between the two 
countries. 

] have the honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) JAS. MONROE. 

To Augustus J. Foster, Esq. &c. &c. &e. 


Afr. Monroe to Mfr. Lester. 
In department of State, 
October 11, 1811. 


the United States, by the practice of armed ves- 
sels, from the West-Indies investing our coast 
for unauthorised and even piratical purposes, In- 
stances have also occurred, in which the comman- 
ders of British ships of war, after impressing sea- 
men from American vessels, have concealed their 
names, and the names of their ships, whereby an 
application to their government for the reparation 
cue for such outrages, with the requisite certain- 
ty, is rendered impracticable. or these reasons 
the conduct of commodore Rodgers, in approach- 
ing the Little Belt to make the necessary enqui- 
ries, and exchange a friendly salute, was strictly 
orrect. 

The President therefore, can regard the act of 
captain Bingham no otherwise than as a hostile 
| aggression onthe flag of the United States, and 
| he is persuaded, that his Britannic majesty, view- 
ing it in the same light will bestow on it the at- 
tention which it merits. 

With great respect and consideration, I have 
the honour to be, Sir, your most cbedient hum- 
ble servant, 


(Signed) JAS. MONROE, 
Augustus J. Loster, Leg. Sc, ce. 





Mr. Foster to Mr. Monroe. 
WasHINGYon, Oct. 26, 1811, 


SIR, 

I have had the honour to receive your Jetter 
of the 11th inst. inclosing a copy of the proceed- 
ings of a court of enquiry held by order of the 
President of the United States on the conduct of 
commodore Rodgers in the late encounter be- 
tween a frigate of the U. States, the President, 
and his majesty’s ship the Little Belt, fixing on 
capt. Bingham the charge of having commenced 
the engagement, and claiming in consequence 
the attention of his maies'y’s government towards 
it, as to an act of hostility on the part of the Brit- 
ish officers. 


1 may be permitted to remind you, sir, that af- 





{ 
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Srr, |) ter 1 had ascertained from you thet no hostile in- 


I have the honourto transmit to you a copy || 
of the proceedings of a court of enquiry, held by 
order of the President, on the conduct of commo- 
dere Rodgers, in the late encounter between a 
frigate of the U. States, the President, and his 
Britannic matesty’s ship, the Litde Belt. 


ed in public, in a manner the most fair and im- 
partial, and established by the concurrent testimo- 
ny of all the officers of the American ship, and 
of others whom it was proper to summon, can- 
not, it is presumed, leave a doubt in the mind of 
any one that cupt. Bingham made the attack, and 
without a justifiable cause. | 
That commodore Rodgers pursued a vessel 
which had at frst pursued him, and hailed her as 
soon as he approached within a suitable distance, 
are circumstances which can be of no avail to 
capt. Bingham. The United States have a right 
to know the national character of armed ships 
which hover on their coast, and whether they vis- 
it it with friendly or Mlicit views. Itis aright in- 
separable from the sovereignty of every indepen- 
dent state, and intimately connected with their 
tranguility and peace.. All nations exercise it, 
and none with more rigor, or at a greater distance 
from the coast than Great Britain herself, nor a- 
ny, on more justifiable grounds, than the United 
States. In addition to the considerations which 











have recommended these precautions to other 


tentions on the part of the government of the U- 
nited States were connected with the proceedings 
of captain Rodgers, all I asked in the first instance 
was, that the President of the United States would 
be pleased to order an enquiry into his conduct, 
which had tended so seriously to interrupt the 


J _harmony subsisting between our two countries ; 
The,result of this enquiry, which was conduct- | 


and which having hitherto received no palliation 
whatever from any evidence in contradiction of 
captain Bingham’s statement, as officially trans- 
'mitted to his majesty’s government, must kave 
continued to appear to them to be utterly incapa- 
ble of receiving any. 

The document you have now done me the hon- 
our to communicate to me, with the copy annex- 
ed, of captzin Rodgers’ letter, (for the first time 
officially before me) is, however, so far satisfacto- 
ry as it shows that captain Rodgers has endeav- 
ored to exculpate himself, exhibiting the ground 
on which he rests his defence, and I shall with- 
out delay transmit it to be laid before his royal 
highness the prince regent. It certainly proves 
a most unaccountable difference to exist between 
the statement of the commander and officers of 
the Little Belt and those of the President, as to 
the firing of the first gun ; but I must remarl: 
that from the concurrent testimony of several of- 
ficers of the United States’ ship, as to the orders 
given by captain Rodgers on nearing the Little 
Belt, there appears to have been an Impression on 
his mind that an encounter was to ensue, and as 


} 
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powers it is rendered of the more importance to 


the Little Belt was cyvidently endeavoring to a- 
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void him, such‘an idea it would seem could only 
have arisen from the opinion he entertained of 
his own proceedings as being likely to bring it 
on. 

I take this occasion to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter dated Sept. 14, in answer to mine of 
the 2d, a copy of which I immediately forwarded 
to my government. 

I have the honorto be, with the highest consid- 
eration and respect, sir, your most obedient hum- 
ble servant. 

AUG. J. FOSTER. 
To the Hon, James Monroe, &c. 








Fournal of the Cimeg. 


Latest from England—London dates to the 20th Oct. 
have been received at New-York. ‘They furnish nothing 
of importance. The king was stililiving. Parliament is 
to assemble for business, the first week in January. The 
restrictions on the Regency, are to-cease six weeks after 
the meeting of parliament. 


— 


next day—and the third, having escaped out of a back 
door, was both shot and bayonetted before he rea¢hed the 





BLOODY FRACAS. 


— 


|| nal newspaper statement, and partly from letters pub- 





Ghe Balance. 
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—one was killed dead upon the spot—the second died the | 


top of the bluff. In the mean time the mayor ordered out 
the military; and before the first privateer was carried, 
the other (La Vengeance) which lay at the lower end of 
the town, prepared for defence. She had about fifty men 
in complete readiness. The populace assembled around 
her, and a few of the citizens boarded her, but no serious | 
injury was dore, The Frenchmen endeavored to get 
their large gun (then leaded) to bear on the people, but 
could wet effect their purpose. At this moment, Capt: 
Marshall appeared with his company, and immediately 
charged bayonet on the crew, drove them below, and took 
possession. The mayor then ordered him to keep her 
from being burned, which he did With much difficulty, 
until about 10 o’clock at night, when the sailors, headed 
by some American captains, boarded her, kindled a fire, 
and burnt her down. 

The crews of the privateers, about 130 in number, were 
lodged in jail, as well as the owner of the store where 
their arms were deposited. 


but he has lost one eye entirely, and it is feared that he 
will not recover the sight of the other, 
The foregoing sketch is made up, partly from a Savan. 





My readers will feel anxious to learn the particulars of 


tle late serious affray at Savannah, Georgia, which re- | 


sulted in the death of several Americans and Frenc!imen, 
the burning of two French privateers and the imprisun- 
ment of their crews. In my next, I shall undoubtedly be 
able to furnish a more satisfactory detail: At present 1 
can only give an imperfect sketch from the hasty ae- 


counts sent off from the scene of confusion and blood, be. | 


fore tranquility had been restored, and before the whole 
wuth could possibly be ascertained. 

{t appears that two French privateers, (La Vengeance 
and L?Agile) had been lying in the port of Savannah for 
some time past —On Wednesday evening, the 13th ult. a 
party of the privateer’s men being ai a house in the upper 
pat of the city, a rencontre took place between them and 
some American seamen, In the course of which, three 
of the Americans were stabbed—one of whom died im- 


mediately, and the others the next day. This so exaspe- || 
rated the captains and seamen in part, as well as the citi- || 


zens, that an expedition was set on foot for the destruc- 
tion of the privateers. 

On Friday, when the bodies of those that were kilied, 
were brought forward on one of the wharves for burial, 
the indignation of the captains, sailors, and citizens, rese 
to such a pitch at the sight of their murdered country- 
tnade preparation to take forcible possession of the pri- 
vateers. As soon as they entered upon the wharf where 
ihe first vessel (L’Agile) lay, they were fired upon by 
turee Frenchimen, who had secreted themselves in a store 
loft immediately opposite the privateer. Six shot were 
fired in quick succession—ore of which struck Capt. Mil- 
ier, (of the Champlin, New-York packet) in the right 
eye, and passed immediately through the left—three oth- 
ers took effect upon a sailor who was carrying the Amer. 
ican flag (he died scon after)—one passed through the 
vest of Capt. Fountain—and another grazed the nose of 
Capt. Pierce. They however boarded and took possession 
of the privateer, run her across the river, and set ber on 
fire. An attempt was also made ta dislodge the posses- 
sors of ihe store loft, which could not be immediately ef.- 
fected, the door and windows having been strongly bar- 
racadoed. They were, however, forced, and some blood 
was spilt before they gave up, when such wasthe fury of 
the populace, then collected in great numbers, that two 
ef the Frenchmen were thrown out of the upper window 


* 





lished inthe N. ¥. E. Post. 
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BATTLE WITH THE INDIANS, 

A letter received by a member of Congress from a gen- 
tlemman in Vincenses, in the Indiana Territory, under date 
of Noy. 12, 1811, states, that news hac just reached that 
| place of an engagement having taken place, between gov- 
'ernor Harrison, commanding a body of U. States’ regu- 





‘tars and western militia, and the Indians who adhere to 
\the party of the prophet. The governor had marched 
up tothe prophet’s town in the evening, hada short con- 
| ference with him, and an agreement was entered into to 
| hold acouncil onthe following morning. In the interval 
'a negro had deserted tothe Indians. Informed them 
| the governor had but about 200 men, that he had a great 
deal of goods with him, and that the next day, when in 
council, the governor intended to fall upon and destroy 
the prophet ana ms party. ‘The Indians are supposed to 
have been influenced by this information, for, during the 
| night they ccmmenced the fight, and maintained a conflict 
fer about two hours. The U. States regulars sustained 


Capt. Miller’s wound, it is hoped, will not prove mortal |} 





| the honor of the country—they charged the Indians, broke 
their order of battle, burnt the prophet’s town, and laid 
waste the corn plantations of his party. Sixty Indians 
were found dead on the field of batile. Joseph H. Davi- 
ess, of Kentucky, Isaac White, of Vincennes, Spier Spen- 


ST 


wounded, and among the number killed are James Sum- 
merville and S. Mars—Hunter states that the Indians got 
all their beef and a great number of their horses, they got 
about 5000 bush: Is of corn and burned the prephets tewn 
the day after the action.” 

In addition to the above we learn, other letters received 
state, that Gov. Harrison had an interview with the proph- 
et on the 7th Nov. and it had been agreed between them 
to hold a council on the next day—that a negro had de- 
serted from the American army and went over to the In- 
dians, and told them the intended council was only meant 
as a decoy to the Indians, whom it was the intention of the 
whites to massacre, when gathered together and that the 
American troops only consisted of about two hundred. - 


THE KNOT. 
Be ENO! 
MARRIED, 


At Schenectady, on Sunday the S4th ult. by the Rev, 
Mr. Nott, Mr. GEORGE BATTERMAN, to Mits BET. 
SEY CAMPRELL, both of the Village of Hamihon. 
== 
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INSOLVENTS, 
Petitioning under the new Insolvent Law. 
j ; ; Passed April 3, 1841. 
CF Each list published in the Balance, is composed em 
tirely of new cases——no name being ineerted more than 
once, 





cer, Mr. Berry and Mr. Randolph, are among the slain on 
our side. In all, the U. States’ jroops lost about 30 killed 
and an hundred wounded. 

Alexandria paper. 








Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Louisville, to the hon. 
Mr Ormaly, dated the 16th November. 

“ An action took place on the 7th of Novy, between the 
troops under Governor Harrison and the Indians under the 
prophet. The following are some of the particulars :— 
** I gave you a list of a few that were killed in the action 





—Col. Daviess, Col. Owen of Shelby, Col. White of the 
Sabine, Capt. Berry from Corydon, also Capt. Bain «fthe 
regulars, There were 170 whites killed and wounded 
and as many Indians. ‘The Indians made the attack on 
the night of the 7th inst. they surprised our army—they 
killed all the guards with srrows and were in the camp 
before the whites had the least notice of them. The bat- 
tle was fought in sight of Prophets town. Three Indians 
attacked Col, F. Geiger in his tent at one time—he killed 
one and vanquished the other two—he was shot through 
the arm. Gov. Harrison was shot through the hat and 
slightly wounded in the head. ‘Thomas Randolph was 
killed dead; Judge Taylor’s horse was killed under him 
It is said that Major Floyd fought like Gaesar in his shirt 
tail. The Indians rushed up and came to the point of the 
bayonet with their tomahawks. There has been dreadful 


slaughter. 
“Since writing the above I have seen a letter from 


Hunter to Capt, Clark—he states that be was slightly | 














j Whole number hitherto Published, 24. 
Petitioners’ Names. Counties. Date of Appearance 
David Smith Jcffersen Mth Dec. 
Daniel Farr - Ontario 16th 
Branch Evarts Oatario | 1Geh 
Elisha Canda Albany 19th 
William Spalding Albany Th 
Erastus Thorp, Schenec'ady Op s¢ 
John G. Burgess Scheneciady 2Qisr 
Ira Smith Jefferson Slet 
Matthias Stoole j Ontario 23rd 
Thomas Wilson, an a 
William Guyant, Onondege 3mh 
John Coyle Dutchess 14th 
Thomas Warner Otsego 0th 
Samuel S. Hawes St. Lawrence 16th 
William Bogardus Rensselaer Slse 
David Taylor Rensselaer Sls, 
Samuel Wheatan Rensselier “Bla 
James King Rensselaer Slsg 
Willlain Brace Washington Slee 
Stephen Tallerday Dutchess «8h 
Richard ‘Tuthill Qntario ~ 23rd 
Thomas Van Beuren New-York léth 
Rulif Campbell New-York 16th, 
Jobn Evans New-York 16th 
Samuel Huestis New-York 16th 
George Mills New-York 14th 
John Clem New-York 16th 
Theodore Hart New-York 16rhy 

i| Stephen Burtis New-York ‘61 
Frederick Henn New-York 16h 
Jobn R. Myrick New-York Vth 

John Beits New-York 16ih 
Seth Mix Columbia © Qist 
Josiah Carroll ' Columbia * 14th 
Daniel Brown Greene 25th 
John Giddins Greene. 25th 
Obed Hervey, jua. Greene 25th 
Isaac Austin Albany QWst 
William Finch Clinton | 28th 
William Peters Ulster 14th 

Jehn Peters Uister 14th 
Peter Rowell Chenango os ¥ Sa 
George Dumond . Albany if ‘Qlst 
Peter Johnson Albany 23d 

George Sammon Herkimer a nd 16th 
Phoebe Jenkins New- York ee. h 

Wilson Bastrow New-York th 
Adam Vrooman Schengctady Qist 

Reuben Venny Madison Sist 

Jeremiah C. Layman Schoharie 28th 

Peter Bradt Albany 24h 

Jedediah Edger'on Schoharie Qise 

John Shankland Washington Sis 

Pe'er Tygert Onondaga 3lss 

Silas H igby Onondaga Slag 

hole number, 2254 


(7 Several bundred insolyents again deferred, 




















THIRD CENSUS OF THE 


year 1810. 
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UNITED STATES. 
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"AGGREGATE AMOUNT of each description of persons within the United States of America, 
and the Territories thereof, agreeably to actual enumeration made according to law, in the 
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Wreath. 
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: THE FOP. 
A Song, by Dr. Caustic, 
Lord ! orily look! there goes a fop'! 
As nice a thing as e’er did hop, 
And dangle round a lady ! 
| (A dainty dapper bit of man, 
And fine as spangles on a fan, 
Or pinks upon a May day. 


Sce how it flaunts about, and dase, 

And how it ogles, winks and stares, 
With Painted check so tosy ! 

All essenc’d up with burgamot, 

Powder’d, pomatum’d, and what net, 
0! what a pretty posy ! 


See round, and round, and reund it skips, 
To twenty lovelyladyships, 
And chatters,like a pic, sir; 
It talks as much as though the brains 
Its little squashy head contains, 
Would fill musquetoe’s eye, sis. 


Now see it balance up to Sue, . + 
And now it tramps away to Prue, 
And now sets out tostalka 
Minuet—the fidler squeaks ; 
Grand as a turkey cock he feels, 
With Miss Keturah Gawkey ! 


And now with dreary down it squats, 
And chats and grins, and grins and chats, 
Like some baboon’s relation ; 
And, bless us! look, what loving works! 
One simpers and the other smirks, 
All flummery and flirtation ! 


**But (quoth Tom Tawdry) mark how well 
“ Sir Fopling suits each dashing belle— 
* Your railing, ’'m_-afraid, is 
“ The effect of disappointed spleen, 
** Because the beau is foremost seen 
‘In favour of the ladies.” 


He picase the ladies! Very good: 
Why then, I would not if I could, 
So notable my spunk is ; 
I'd let them sooner seek gallants 
From Afric’s coast or that of France— 
Brisk Sans Culottes—or monkies. 
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THE BALANCE, 
IS PUBLISHED EVERY TUESDAY, 


AT No. 80, STATE-STREET, ALBANY, 


At Four Dollars per annum, payable in advance. 


—————_—_ 


or 


(} The papers of a year will censtitute a volume (con- 


sisting of 52 numbers, or 416 pages)—and the last 
number of each volume will be accompanied with a 
Title Page and fable of Contents. 


at of 3 “y | 
The volumes commence on the first cf January of each 


year—and no subscription will be received for less than 
an entire volume. 


. “1 - nolne re- 
Papers sent by mail will be carefully enclosed, and pre 


pared for the post-office oa the day of publication. 


¢ 7 severe th ‘ q” 
Subscriptions will be received at any time Gurung the year 


entleme furnis bad 
and the antecedent numbers of the volume Jurnisie¢ 




















a 








